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PATENT 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

PET SHELTER WITH SELF-INTERLOCKING COMPONENTS 

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
[0001] The present invention relates to pet shelters, and more particularly to a 
pet shelter having self-interlocking components for ease of set-up, portability and 
storage. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
[0002] Various enclosures for pets are available to provide shelter for pets from 
weather and to allow pet owners to contain their pets. Many of these enclosures are 
burdensome to set-up and require the use of multiple fasteners such as, for example, 
nuts, bolts and screws to assemble multiple components of a pet shelter. Consumers 
may desire to disassemble a pet shelter for transport and/or storage when not in use. 
As a result, various pet shelters have been devised which are manufactured with 
multiple components for disassembly and for storage in a compact area. However, 
many such disassemblable pet shelters are difficult to configure between the assembled 
and storage positions, requiring numerous fasteners and tools to assemble a pet 
shelter. 

[0003] A need has thus arisen for a pet shelter that is easy to assemble for use 
and disassemble for storage. 



26937:00027 : DALLAS : 1262960.1 



1 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0004] In accordance with the present invention, a pet shelter is provided. The 
pet shelter includes a bottom member having an edge, a top member having an edge, 
and a medial member disposed between the top and bottom members. The medial 
member has a top edge and a bottom edge. The pet shelter includes a lock for 
selectively interconnecting the bottom member to the bottom edge of the medial 
member and a lock for selectively interconnecting the top member to the top edge of the 
medial member. The lock includes a tab disposed in the bottom edge of the medial 
member and a tab disposed in the edge of the top member. The bottom member 
includes an aperture for receiving the medial member tab to thereby selectively lock the 
bottom member to the medial member. The medial member includes an aperture for 
receiving the top member tab to thereby selectively lock the top member to the medial 
member. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0005] For a more complete understanding of the present invention and for 
further advantages thereof, reference is now made to the following Description of the 
Preferred Embodiments taken in conjunction with the accompanying Drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of the present pet shelter; 

FIG. 1A is an enlarged view of a portion of the pet shelter shown in Fig. 1 
illustrating the present lock; 

FIG. 2 is an exploded front perspective view of the pet shelter illustrated in Fig. 1 ; 
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FIG. 3 is an exploded view of a cross-sectional view taken generally along 
section lines 3A - 3A of Fig. 1A; 

FIG. 3A is a cross-sectional view taken generally along sectional lines 3A - 3A of 
Fig. 1A; 

FIG. 4 is an exploded view of a cross-sectional view taken generally along 
section lines 4A - 4A of Fig. 1A; and 

FIG. 4A is a cross-sectional view taken generally along sectional lines 4A - 4A of 
Fig. 1A. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0006] Referring simultaneously to Figs. 1 - 4, the present pet shelter is 
illustrated and is generally identified by the numeral 20. Although the present pet 
shelter 20 is illustrated having the form of an igloo, the present invention is utilized with 
any shaped pet shelter, such as, for example, square or rectangular wherein multiple 
sections are assemblage to complete a pet shelter. Pet shelter 20 includes a bottom 
member 22, a top member 24 and medial members 26 and 28, disposed between top 
member 24 and bottom member 22. Although two medial members 26 and 28 are 
illustrated, the present invention may utilize a single medial member, or more than two 
medial members, depending upon the size and configuration of pet shelter 20. 

[0007] Pet shelter 20 also includes an access door 30. 

[0008] In accordance with the present invention, bottom member 22, top 
member 24 and medial members 26 and 28 are easily assemblage without the need of 
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separate fasteners, thereby eliminating the need for tools in assembling pet shelter 20. 
Medial member 28 is assembled to bottom member 22, medial member 26 is 
assembled to medial member 28, and top member 24 is assembled to medial member 
26 utilizing a plurality of locks, generally identified by the numeral 34 (Fig. 1A). Locks 
34 are disposed around the periphery of members 22, 24, 26, and 28 to selectively 
attach and permit disassembly of members 22, 24, 26, and 28 without the need for 
separate fasteners. 

[0009] Disposed around the circumference of bottom member 22 is an area of 
reduced thickness comprising an interface lip 36. Disposed around the circumference 
of top member 24 is an area of reduced thickness, comprising an interface lip 38. 
Medial member 26 includes a top edge 26a and a bottom edge 26b. Disposed around 
the circumference of medial member 26 at top edge 26a is an area of reduced 
thickness, comprising an interface lip 40. Disposed around the circumference of medial 
member 26 adjacent bottom edge 26b is an area of reduced thickness, comprising an 
interface lip 42. Medial member 28 includes a top edge 28a and a bottom edge 28b. 
Circumferentially disposed around top edge 28a of medial member 28 is an area of 
reduced thickness, comprising an interface lip 44. Circumferentially disposed around 
bottom edge 28b of medial member 28 is an area of reduced thickness, comprising an 
interface lip 46. When pet shelter 20 is in the assembled position, lip 38 overlaps lip 40, 
lip 42 overlaps lip 44, and lip 46 overlaps lip 36. This configuration provides a pet 
shelter that is resistant to wind and prevents rain from entering the interior of pet shelter 
20 between the members 22, 24, 26, and 28. 
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[0010] Locks 34 include a plurality of tabs 48 disposed circumferentially around 
lip 38 of top member 24, a plurality of tabs 50 circumferentially disposed around lip 42 of 
medial member 26 and a plurality of tabs 52 circumferentially disposed around lip 46 of 
medial member 28. 

[0011] Locks 34 further include a plurality of apertures 54 circumferentially 
disposed around lip 40 of medial member 26. Apertures 54 are aligned with tabs 48 of 
top member 24 to receive and lock tabs 48, thereby selectively attaching top member 
24 to medial member 26. Similarly, circumferentially disposed around lip 44 or medial 
member 28 are a plurality of apertures 56. Apertures 56 align with tabs 50 to receive 
and lock tabs 50 to thereby selectively attach medial member 26 to medial member 28. 
Circumferentially disposed around lip 36 of bottom member 22 are a plurality of 
apertures 58. Apertures 58 are aligned with tabs 52 to receive and lock tabs 52 thereby 
selectively attaching medial member 28 to bottom member 22. Tabs 48, 50, and 52 are 
insert able into apertures 54, 56, and 58, respectively without the use of tools, thereby 
easily assembling members 22, 24, 26, and 28. 

[0012] Disposed adjacent each tab 48 and spaced apart from lip 38 of top 
member 24 are back up ribs 60 and 62. Back up ribs 60 and 62 engage the area 
adjacent apertures 54 when top member 24 is assembled to medial member 26 to 
thereby complete the locking function provided by locks 34. In a similar manner, 
disposed adjacent tabs 50 and extending from and spaced apart from lip 42 of medial 
member 26 are ribs 64 and 66. Ribs 64 and 66 engage the area adjacent apertures 56 
of medial member 28 when medial members 26 and 28 are assembled. Disposed 
adjacent tabs 52 and extending from and spaced apart from lip 46 are ribs 68 and 70. 
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Ribs 68 and 70 engage the area adjacent to apertures 58 of base member 22 when 
medial member 28 is assembled to base member 22. Ribs 60 - 70 exert an outwardly 
directed force to maintain members 22, 24, 26, and 28 in a locked position when 
assembled. 

[0013] Other alteration and modification of the invention will likewise become 
apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art upon reading the present disclosure, and it 
is intended that the scope of the invention disclosed herein be limited only by the 
broadest interpretation of the appended claims to which the inventor is legally entitled. 
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